
89

39

Poland and the Holocaust

38

March of the Living 

International MOTL handbook 2026   02/26/2026    15:30  Page 38

from The Holocaust by Martin Gilbert
Copyright © 1985 Martin Gilbert

Jewish Populations in 
Europe 1939-91

Number of Jewish Victims Murdered in Death 
Camps Located in Nazi-Occupied Poland

Note: These camps are mentioned because they were used as "death factories" which employed technology (i.e. 
poisonous gas) to murder its many victims. There were hundreds of other concentration/labor/assembly/transit 
camps built by the Nazis throughout Europe, where tens of thousands of Jews were murdered, either through 
conventional execution, or starvation and disease brought on by their horrific living conditions.

In Poland, for instance, approximately 65,000 mostly Jewish prisoners were murdered in Stutthof, the first 
concentration camp created by the Nazis outside Germany. In Maly Trostenets, just east of Minsk in Belarus, up to 
65,000 prisoners, mostly Jews, were murdered. Another 135,000 prisoners, including large numbers of Soviet 
POWS, were murdered in the Trostenets area. This horrific pattern of mass murder was repeated by the Nazis 
untold times throughout Nazi-occupied Europe. A complete listing of all the Nazi camps and the number of victims 
in each would fill several pages.

MMAAJJDDAANNEEKK
  7755,,000000    

(60,000 were Jews, followed by Soviet 
POWs, Poles and others)

SSOOBBIIBBOORR
225500,,000000  JJeewwss

CCHHEELLMMNNOO
  330000,,000000  

(Almost all Jews, along with a few 
thousand Gypsies)

BBEELLZZEECC
550000,,000000  JJeewwss

TTRREEBBLLIINNKKAA
887755,,000000  JJeewwss

AAUUSSCCHHWWIITTZZ--BBIIRRKKEENNAAUU
11--11..11  MMiilllliioonn  JJeewwss

(Plus 75,000 Poles, Gypsies, Russian 
POWs and others)
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